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Policy analysis on prison crowding
Policy analysis entails efforts to discover probable means that can be used to address a specific public problem by evaluating and comparing various options to choose the best alternative. For instance, this paper focuses on prison overcrowding as the public problem and evaluates the strategy that can be used to curb the phenomenon. Overflow of inmates in the prisons of the United States of America (USA) has emerged over the past decades to be a detrimental catastrophe to the country’s penal system (Campers, 2012). The main reason for the growth of this problem in the USA has been established as the use of incarceration as a strategy to fight crime and punish offenders.
           The criminal justice system has developed various programs and policies to address the problem including; transfer from state prisons to newly established county jails and avoiding long sentences but rather embrace early jail release (Stasa, 2015). The system can also adopt depenalization and decriminalization policies which involve relaxation of existing penal sanctions and imposition of new but different sanctions or abolition of all sanctions, respectively (United Nations, 2013).  The introduction of alternatives to imprisonment should also be considered to reduce congestion in prisons. Such alternatives may include restricting pretrial detention and providing noncustodial sanctions rather than short prison terms for non-violent crimes. The system handling penal proceedings encourages the courts to adopt the policy of restricting the use of life sentences. The sentence for life should only be imposed on criminal offenders who have committed serious crimes that call for the protection of society. Children below the age of 18 should not receive a life sentence, and any individual sentenced for life should exercise their right to appeal at a court of higher jurisdiction (United Nations, 2013).  
All the policies are of great benefit and efficient towards offering solutions to the addressed problem. When addressing prison overcrowding and developing means to reduce the problem, it is essential to understand why the issue came about in the first place. The rigidness and toughness of the law is the main threat that has resulted in high rates of incarceration in the country (Stasa, 2015). Therefore, depenalization and decriminalization stand out as the ideal policy that can help reduce overcrowding in prisons. The policy involves the removal and relaxation of sanctions exacted by the law for various offenses without being too lenient or too harsh on the offenders. While evaluating the outcome of the policy, it turns out that the policy is considerate since it ensures that petty offenses such as traffic offenses are not penalized with jail terms but instead punishable by payments of fine. The policy also ensures that offences are reviewed and recategorized proportionately to the levels of seriousness of the offence. 
In conclusion, the State should adopt depenalization and decriminalization policies to establish sustainable prisons and reduce overcrowding. The high rate of people being sentenced to jail term with correspondingly low rates of offenders leaving the facilities indicates how harsh the law is to wrongdoers. The policy ensures that the law still rests within the hands of authorities and legislators are encouraged to consider repealing the compulsory minimum sentencing requirements. Reducing prison population benefits both society and State with the government realizing reduced costs of maintaining prison facilities and supporting the vast population. The community, on the other hand, can continue with their daily livelihood as well as support their families and making the economy productive.
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